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distinguished by having four rows of leaves on each
frond instead of two. The wood is not so hard as
that of the taraputu. We first saw these palms on
the Nashino River, where no true taraputu palms
were observed.
Kiu (Palm). Another spineless palm-tree
which somewhat resembles the true taraputu. The
leaves, however, are narrower; and the ends of the
fronds are seldom broken squarely off. The timber,
although inferior to that of the taraputu, is used for
the same purposes. It is easily recognised by its
lighter weight and paler colour. On the other hand,
the leaves are much superior to those of the tara-
putu for thatching roofs, as they do not split up
when dry and exposed to the sun. These palms
usually grow most abundantly in hilly country and
are the bushman's sign that he is approaching the
hills. Many of these trees were seen near Mera.
RAMUS (Palm), This variety has very bad, flat
spines. It is a thick, stunted tree with scarcely any
trunk. Its head appears to grow directly from the
earth. The ramus grows in clusters, the several in-
dividual trees being so close together that the entire
bunch appears to be a single tree. The wood is not
used for any purpose, but the leaves, which are very
long and placed close together like the teeth of a
comb, are used for lacing together the toquilla
leaves when making the best type of thatched roof.
These palms are abundant on the upper Curaray,
the Villano, and the Bobonaza Rivers.